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fais issue conpletes

27 years of IR%, so

uncer our qgueer

countiny syston,

next issue, Mook

will be the 27th

apnish, evon though it 7 T : - -

is the first in IRG's 20th Year. Quibbling aside, how can you get a3
Cpr? Read oNess

1. ‘irite a LCC on this issue and enclose 30p in stanps if writing
frow the UL,

2. Uy tradess.but not for any nore fanzines, I have all I can handle
in thot lines...but if you kove ST nags, Flying Mars, Popular
Scicnce NaTsa.s.even Doc Savage paperbackses.letts hag lce

3, If you nust, cash subs are aceentrbhlase. 2 issucs for 51.00 Uk,
or 5 issues for Z%.,00 USA (Send bills, nct choques 3s benk rates
rip off the latter down to zilch)

Producing and wmeiling a fanzine cests tiume, affort and rioney,
so to avoid ny mailinz it into a vacuunm (which I von't do for long), I
huibly urge you to piclk ones..and if a CROSS appears in that circle in
the top left hand cornures do it quick 4 2 there indicztes I'd lilke
souic response frou you to show you 8till want ERG.

Seving the Post Officels cun in, ploy in reducing 2nd class rate
to 12p, onc or two LOCers have asked if ZRE will po down on the stanps
troce. Have & GOOD lo-k at the now rates, aaxd in the UK, Parcel rate has
gone UP, Only thot 2ad step (under S0g) has gone downe.tie rost stoy as
they were, However, Overscas rotes have shot upl  ZRG USA gres up by Op
a conYeseover 17%. In other words, & hefty all-round increase has heen
Biddan beneath the smoko screcen of @ trednoced letter ratet, Now if you
thpow iun increassed paper costs, sbencil costs, A HUGTE hilke in ink prices
you gon see why (a) I'm upning the stomp charme,.and (L) cutting out all
1dcad woodt! from mailing 1istse..and sad to say friends..tiis rnust hit
oversens reader's slarpisi...unless of course, all you nice pzople out
there DO SOMETHING to koop BUG conings..and hit that 100 nark.

Destest, Terry



ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGRHCE

"Can machines think?" is on=
of those guestions which bkave Dheen
anging around for longer than cne
cares to think at all, Certainly,
the idea of some sort of artificial
intelligence is an old one, Jewilsn

W legend has the golem, Roger Bacon is
P reputed to have ereated a talking
head, lary Shelley gave us the
——————— Frankenstein mansters.and of course
Science Ficticn has come up with
many more fictional cxamplese

THERE FoRre
1 AM

x

Teevey:

THINK

Yowever, it wasn't until man
began to enhance his calculating powers that the gquestion appeared Other
thon mere fictional musings Then Fapier deviscd his legerithms and came Up
with his 'bones's Close on Lis heels, Oughtred invented the first form of
circular slide rule and the game was afoot. In 1642, Pascal devised 2
calculating machine to help his tax-colleecting father..it was a gleaming
collection of cogs, cams and tdethed whecls. It wasn't a financial sucecess,
but it set the way for cthers to follows Charles Babbage laid the ground-
work for the first true computer with his 1822 'differcnce Engine® which
was to aid in the preparation of complicated Tables of figurcsestidal,
actuary and the like. Spurred on by this, he began construction of an even
targer and more complicatod tEngine's.then changed dircection to begin work
on an even more compliczted ‘YAnalytical Engine! which never got builte
Later, the Jacquard loom influenced him, as its thousands of punched cards
programned the machinery to weave intricately patterned cloth.

A1l these early machines were purely mechanical godgetseshonce the
namc 'Engine'! uscd by Babbago for his computerss..but, with the advent of
electronics, ENIAC appcared on the scene in 1945, A monstrosity stuffed with
178000 valves and reguiring 150Kw of power to run ite...more time was spent in
valve replacement and progromming than in the actual operation, but it was
a starte. Nowadays, most desk top micros can outperform iteswith greater
reliability and on less power than is necded to run a domestic lignt bulb.

In a mere forty years, computcrs have not only grown faster in
operation, but more efficicnt, capable of more work on less poviers.and
occupying less and less space as niniaturisation procecds apacee Looming
on the horizon is bthe very real possibility of o device with a steorage
gapacity avproaching that of the human brain -~ and operating at many times
its speed (which helps a smaller memor% to achieve as much as a bigger one)
The average human brain has around 1019 cells, involves go/no~go ncurones and
synopseses.all in bewildering interconnectionees.but with nerve impulses
Timited to speeds of less than 1000 times a second as their switening rate.

Modern computers can perform %00 MILLION operations per sazcond,
which goes a long way to redressing any dwbalance in other dircctionse With
000,000 componcnts on & single chip, storage capacity is ncaring that of
the humen brain,



So what are the changes of a super=-computer becominsg ‘really
intelligent? ? Well, for openers, what do we nean by fintelliigert®? My
dictionary describes it as 'Intellectual skill or irowledge : iertal brighte
ness? and 80 one Not @ great deal of help there, so can we try a fow
conditions of our owne Dogs and other animals can be intelligent, so the
idea isn't confined to humensgs..which I hope rules out the mystical *no
soul?! argumentseewhich are akin to the 'There are some things man is not
moant to knoWes.' oldie.

Zn intelligent person (dog) can both recognisc problem and wovrk
at solving it, (Dogs may have simpler problems)s He or she can adjust to
the environment, experience sensation, monory, change attitudes and have a
wide range of abilities and dcquired skills. A11 of which can be built
into a conputers tAh}' you say, 'Fhore's the catechs A computer is only
able to do things within the bounds- of its programs! One xesponse to that
is that the same applies to humansi..who are alsc programied by parents,
peers, enviromment, society and neny other factors, Human prograns arc mnuch
much wider in scope and allow for greater flexibility of choice than today’s
conputers - but what abaut tonorrow's super device with fantastdc menory
banks #nd infinitely faster operation se. might not that hove on equal
flexibility of choice and action ? C ' -

For many years it was reckoned that computers could ncver play
chess, then thot even if they did, it would never be to the level of a
good average playors Nowadays, computers con wipe the floor (or board)
with Grand Mosters] ~ Right then, what .about ereativity? Surely, no
computer can claim to have achieved that? . Sorry, but one problem which
puzzled mathomaticians and topclogists for years was the 'Four Colour Map
Problem?e..which gaid that NO map' cohld -be construced requiring nore than
four colours to shade in its areasesso that no two adjacent regions used
the same colour, ~ No one could come up' with guch a mapeslees one neoding
FIVE colours, but proving that four were enough had defeated the best
brains eround.ssssthe mathematical proof wos -supplied by & conputersesproof
jsntt mumber crunching, it involves creatuve thinking, In another caso,
a conputer produced its own newe.and radically different proofs for the
congruity of trianglkese. That Yereativity! borderline gets blurred.

Whatever parameters you select as being unique to inteclligence,
it seems that some corputexr has demonstrated. them ag welle Combine all
those attributes into one machine equipped with input gensors (far more
acuto than fallible hunén ones),link it to a fow externel waldoes and who
knows what moy be achieve@ssessss Artificial Intelligence ? . '

tArtificial! implies some sort of survagote, not quite the 'real
thing?!,.ond in response to that, one night . — -
cite Turing's test which envisages a (bunan) . Intorrogator
Interrogator in a closed roon and comrmnicating :
via a teleprintar_keyboardd:whichICan be switched
between either another human..or an ‘Yintelligent!k
computer (slowed down to oparate at humon speed) , i,

If the Interrogator is unable to decide with
' whioh He is aommunicating, then for all purposes
of definition, both his contacts gualify /

as being tintelligentts In practice, I . [ ma— [:E;;;;:::]
sugpest it night be easy %o identify - LﬁﬂﬂnniﬁﬂLnl _
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the A.I., as its answers would be rore accurate, eapecially if involved
calculatians were required.

I the idea of a Turing Test sounds far fotchedew.such Ao.d.
prograns already existe.naybe not good enough (yet) to fool a persevaering
human, but certainly able to give one a good run for his woneye. A progran
called ELTZA simulates psychoanalysis by convorting the patient's last
gstatenant into a guestione.and does it so well, sone people ame fooled by
ite Pattern recognition; longuage translations and computer art are all
well under way. Computex produced poebry and nusic are in existence. It
is now possible to esand indeed, the complexity of the task nakes it
almost mandatoryse. let o computer design a better computer. Each such
generation being’ snallexr, nore powerful. and faster in operatione. To my
nind, the question should not be 'Can-Machines Think?', but nore to the
pointee.'How long before they do?' e.eeand 'I'm betting that the day is much
nearer than you think? ' ’
(X DY XD TN IUNON ar.
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Some-ngEg§tidna For Further Reading

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE MIND G Rottray Taylor Granada 1981
MEMORY I.M.L, Hunter Pelican 1970 S

EYE AND BRAIN R,L.Gregory - World University Library 1966
CYBERNETICS F.H.George Teach Yorself Books 1971

THE STORY -OF CYBERNETICS Maurice Trask studio Vista 1971
ELECTRONIC COMPUTERS F.L.Wostwater Teach Yorself Books 1977

THE MIGHTY MICRO Christopher Evans Coranet 1980

THE MICRC REVOLUTION Peter Laurie Futura 1980

ADF COMPUTERS ALIVE? Geoff Simons  Corgi 1983 : :
ELECTRONIC COMPUTERS S H.Hnllingdale & G.Ce. Tootill ©Pelican 1975
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Ttn currently attending a WEA "Writer's Workshop' (riddled by Left Wing
Militants)e.e.and our latest assignment was to produce something inspired by
the guote..'Moral Duty must be the prime concer:a or any writer'...so I
thought you might like to read my contributione..

UTY _IS__DUTY

1=t

n"Democracy may be defined as what I say it is," said Arthur Gargoyle from
his corner seat in the Clanger's Arma, "Or, to put. it more simply, it is
the right of anyone to have their oun viewse.provided of courseg, that thoy
keep them to themselves and d@o what I tell thema'! He sat back with a seli=-
satisfied air, wiped a moustache of beer from his upper 1ip, and glowered at
everyone unlucky enough to be in sight.

wiges that mean that anything you haven't said, is underiocratic?" asked
young Timmins from behind his gin and tonic. Arthur glared at him for a
mamente A Fleeting thought wandered through the vast spaces within his
craniumesscould the lad be taking the nickey? No, the poor idiot just didn%
understand the Higher Thought, - Artbur deigned to claboratcess

"No lad, look at it like this, most things are denocratices like kicking
policenen or nugging the wivos of nonwstrikers = but others just aren't ono
Once I elected Big Brother by an overwhelming najordty of those I pormit
to vote, I'1l be publishing a little Red Book full of the things that
gveryone nay dof's '

"Can you give us o few examples, Arthur?" agked a whiskery=faced oldstor
trapped between Arthur and the fireplacee. The Great Leader pondered a
moment, then his face cleared. 'Easy, Bill, Mirst, no one may earn lcss
than the average wages.e.anyonec bringing in less than that will have his wage
made up to the National Average. Taxes will be abolished in favour of &
Party Levy and overyone will have work, even if we have to sack a fow
people to create new jobs, andess"” he paused to savour a rew revolutionary
thought, "eeseand all writers must submit their pieces to my Comnittee beforo
sending them to any publisherss I shall issue & list of permitied topics,
and it must be the prime aim of every writer Yo uphold MORAL DUTY,."

Myhat's MORAL DUTY, Arthur?' asked timrdinse
9MORAL DUTY may be defined as what. I say it is", replied iArthur,

smm=z===== the end ==se====
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.conventiéns are so inextricably linked that they
aluost assume the status of the chicken ond egg posereeewhich came first?

For my own part, thcy came rather close togother.

Oh, I'@ buen a fan and

collector since 1932, when at the tender age of tem, I wos exposed bto the
asgorted issues of Amazing, various isotopes of Wonder and coples of good

old Astounding.

Walter Gillings! SCIENTIFICTION showed me that I wasn't

the only reader/collcctor in tlie UK, but it wasn't until after the war,

that I actually had the chance of neeting other fans.

to be held in Londoni

A Cenvention was

Being o penurious teacher, fresh out of postewar training
college, my finances werc knee-high Yo a rather soggy pancakee Thot meant a

day trip to London and back to Sheffield the same day.

Tinetable, 7«300n

train getting in St. Honcras about 11-30...spend scne Con time lecaving
ground zdro around S8pm to catch a 9 o clock train which would get me back
to civilisation (Sheffield) arcund 1-30am Sunday morning, leaving me faced

with a two mile walk through o tough area of the city.

days muggers were virtuslly ualknown.

Things worked morc or less to plane

Haprily, in thise

firriving at St. Pancras, I

descended into the Tube 'Rotunda'...and duly began to wander slowly around

the centwal bookstall gently waving the
identification symbol of the day =- o copy of
ASTOUDING. I wonder how often fans have
used that particular *'I'm a FAN'! signal,
workedesobafore I could be arrcsted for
pushing subversive literature, I was absorbed
into a group of real, honest-to=gosh SF fans,
Nearly 40 years separate me from that 1948
weekend, and thce ondy names I can reczll frouw
that sceting are Ron Buckriaster and that of a.
slin young girl callsd Daphne.’s.who soon
bocane Mrs, Buclmastcr,

It
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After round-robin introductions, we out-of-towners werc split

into small groups and taken on a flying tour of Tondon before recombining y
into a fannish mass at the thite Horse Taverns As we approached §/ -pﬁﬁf

the place, our ears were assailed by.the nerve shattering. o ,c}P G
chamour of a burglar alarm in a nearby jewellarts, It;waalﬂuu{ ,‘gégnﬁf»f’
Jdoing ite own little thing as hard os it could go, but no ;(i} }CLQHG
one wos taking 2 blind bit of notice. It went like the -

clappers #hroughout the afterncon and gove nost of the }/r v
speakers, the screaming habdobsee.Ted Carnell and Wally 4 7””
Gillings among theme The latter showed us an early cover

painting for TALES OF VIONDER, »depicting skinwclad Burl, dweller on an Earth
which had gone badly to seed, about to tongle with a giant wasp. Sitting
beside me was a fan, busily scribbling away in a grubby notebookes Sceing ny
interest, he cxplained that he was Tony Thorne, and wos tCovering this for
OPERATION FANTAST' Double Dutch to me at time, but one lives and learns,
and it was in Ken Slater's fanzine that ny first fannish writings and
drawings oppeareds About the only other memory of that Convention, was of
everyone using s stylus to sign a duplicator stencilesedoes anybody out
there have @ run=off of that lisking 22?2 ' ' _

That short expesure to resl fans was addictivese.«]l was back again
the following year and apart from 1951 when offspring Noe2 was one the way,
T attended every Con right through wuntil 1968 vefore 111 health caused nme
to miss .a fewe Records of Conventoons don't list one for 19504+.but I secn
to have vague memories of one being held at the back of a cafe not far frow
Ste Paul's Cothedral..con anyone help ne out on that ? :

Over the years, those carly London Conventions tend to blur intc
one amorphous mnss, but as finances inproved (morginally), I was able to
C  afford an overnight stay in an overspill hotel.
I think it wos the Avondale where I stayed when
the Con was held at the Royalsssand all I con
remerher of that is the way a large cat walked
to and fro on the glass roof of the auditoriunm,
and stole the scenc from every speakers Oh yes,
and Charlie Duncombe always appeared out of the
1imbo of fandom tq be Treasurer, played chess in
thé lobby throughout ‘the whole shebang, and
then vanished from sight until the following
yearses.rather like some TAFF candidates.

Somewhers around this era, I attended a Bradford
Con and not only met Captain Ken Slater for ‘the first time, But also met
and toamed up with Eric Bentcliffe %o form a frdendship which has lasgted
ever since and survived such publications as Space Times, Con~Science, UFO
Sumnary, Triecde, Songs Fron Space, Waldo, and innumerable gomes of Scrabble,

1953 saw the Convention at. the Bonnington in London and the
inauguration of that august cercnonye:.the roofcons This spontaneous
affair cane about because a peripatetic bgnd of fen, having imbibed several
gallons of booze, found their way out on to the hotel roof and thus
carried fandom's benner to the rooftops of Londens. It wasn't long before
empty bottles began to pile up, and these were then disposed of in the most
logical mannersessaby dropping them down the handiest chinney pote Then a
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cache of discarded paint cans was located
and these too were duly sent to clear the
way for the next visit of Santa Claus..

I nissed this traumatic affair
as Ken Slater and I were waylaid on the :
nain staircase at 2an by a porter who was
positive that as a visitor fron the over-
spill hotel, I had no right to be in kis -
nmagnificent eédifice., Despite Ken's long:
ané inpassioned pleadinge.which -lasted :
until & am, I was finally ushered out of
the front door and left to wend my lonely
way back to the Avondale where I was 4
sharing a robm with the late Eric Joneses
who of course-hadn't been thrown oute’ .. .
T nipped into bed, put out’ the light, and
settled downae.for- a-full 15 secondss.when
thero cane a tapping on the dooxr, :
followed by a slithering-siratching sound
which terminated in 2 soggy thumpe . - . h
Bravoly, I opencd the doorsstn £ind the St of-Eriec Bentcliffe standing
over a heap of old clotheseewhich .on closer inspection turned out to be the
paralytic Hulk of the 6 foot, 14 stone Eric. Jonese How Eric.B had carried
dragged and nonhandled hin from Bonnington to Avondale nust forever renoin
one of those mysteries into which man should not probes..but it wes obvions
gthat the slithering-scrotching gum thunp had been Mr Jones collapsing down
the door frame, = I signed for the recumbent boly, lugged it into its Dbed
and once again settlecd down for what was left of the ‘nighte.whereupn a
slurred voice announccdese'I Wonna be sick™esses0 the rest of the night was
spent in propping Mt. Jones over the wosh basine v =

: Then there was the NorthWeast Science Fiction Convention which was
" held in Manchester. One of its highlights being an amateur SF £iln nade by
none other than *Covor copper' J.hn Russell Fearn. Naturally, it got a
fannish receptionse..which annoyed JRF intensely as overyone laughed their
nuts off at the signt of a model spaceship with a firework rocket stuck up
its posterier wobbled:its weary way up a leéngth of black threade - Alry the
Sense 0f Wonder was-fading even then. '

- Although only a small affair, it showed that a proper Convention
L could be held outside Londone..despite tha fact
that London fen clainmed it was nuch too far to
v “travel all the way up to Manchester. A4 quick
_ in] — check with & nap of DBngland revealed the
. LONDON: 4 rvone U"'. astounding fact that distance was exactly the
s i AR sare as that from Manchester to Londons..and 50,

L 4

= L
CMANCHESTER we got the Supermancon of 195keewhich got away
3 _Twies s AR . froa all the sercon trappings and mounted a show
Tv ‘for fans. Dubious of the higher nathenmatics used

Y in the distaonce caleulations, most London fen

d 'N“Jﬂhﬁ ) didntt dare tha tripe..but a fou did,»sadly,,Bert
‘ R Campbell, editor of Authentic, was pot among then

‘as one of the events was his trial,-for calling
us 'Bloody Provinelels's I'd been co=opted to



w0 . _
write the script and be the prosecuting Counselse.with Ted Tubb, defendinge
As you wmight expect, ten seconds into the .slow, and Ted scattered his copy
of the script to the four winds and began-to nake up his own lincs. In,
sheer defence, I did likewise, and we adelibbed the whole glorious scssions

Poter Hamilton was there to natter to us about Nebula, enl
: - Alistair Patersmon, cditor of tho Vargo Statten Mag,
had mounted .a talk on .cover art in SF nags..VSM in
particular. ‘His plan was to ask for audicne ideas
. as to what should be in a good SF coverss.and by
getting sone poor fan -artist to try and illusirate
the pesulting mishmash, establish that one could NOT
- get everything in and praduce a picture, I was
- literally manhondled out of the audience and on teo
$he stage to @ the jobesseand up came the
suggestions...'an observatorys..a spaceshipp, two
spaceriens .2 futuristic aircraft...by sone finagling,
I nmanaged to blend everything ine..then, before
Paterson could call for more and thus create the
chaos he was after, I pointed outys.''Therc's sone-
thing else missing.'  Paterson bitess.Whatts that?"
he askede ' MA title," I answered, and before he had
chance to say "VSM", I Had lettered in TRICDE and thus got & nice plug for
our new fanzimes I still havee.and treasure ny photograph of Paterson ana
T an the platforn, with ne caught in the act of lettering TRIODE.s

I fancy it was to the Supermancon thot Brian Burgess brought a
locad of offal to serve as the nasty bits scheduled to Ye removed fron
sonebody's sheet=shrouded. innarls during a nock operationes For sone reason,
these were stored under Peter Hamilton's bede.eand forgotten when that
jter was scrubbed from the programme, They were remenbered several wecks
later when thoir decaying prosence nade itself known to the nanagenent of
the Deansghtee A fact which was duly passed along to the Con organisErsess
so if you ever see a reference to *Burgess! Lights', now you know obout ‘en.

 Thig was also the con where the zap gun, fnown to Mundania as
the water pistol) mode its appearances..with battles raging up snd down the
intricately conwwluted corridors of the Deansgates y e
Such a device was too good to lapse after a.Con, = Ty ’
and it was to be used in nunerous hostilities at
succeeding Consesenot the least of which was the
legendary Kettering sexries. ’

1955 saw the first .
Ketterdng Cone...and since the place was near enough to London, the nore
daring of the London Jircle attended, That sleepy narket town was never
the s ane. againe, The George Hotel only boasted about 30 roons, so the neor-
by Royel was also taken overs The George was ideal,.nulti=-corridored, two
barsy a good con-hall and umpteen low priced cateries within easy walking
distance., Tt was at Kettering that we listoned entranced to some of the
epie Liverpool Group .tape playssesTHE MARCH OF SLIME and subhlikee. Onc of
the eomrodities pluggad:in the tape was BlOGesz mythical drink..with all
sorts of other properties...In-no time at all, its name asppeared on the bar
price 1istessand cafes throughout the town boasted ncatly léttored adde-ons
to the menuses.'BLOG ON TOASTes 02/6!3 ' 'BLOG AND CHIPS4. -1"/9(1 ', .0r the
hybride.. *CROTTLED GREEPS IN BLOG SAUCE4e+3/4d% and many other delicaciese
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Other delights of Kettering were the fan=huckster tehles in the
Con lall, the numercus prize compebitions organised by dealers and by the
progranne planners, fan participation events in the progran, pancl games
and & host of other varled items to plug the gaps botween the sercon stuff
of spcech and panels - In those days, you didn't want to niss the main
pnogramme..socialising was saved for between jtens, nealtires and through
the night. Sadly, nowadays, we pay rore for Consesand sceningly, get less
out of teny ' - o, e e
' Food supplies at Kettering wore not .
1imited to cefe or hotels - For the impoverishede.
or gourmands among the fen, a nearby *chippy? was: .
available on -the Friday and Saturday nights. One
snag was smuggling the redolont product past fhe
receptionist and into the hotels 4 sinple bit

of fan ingenuity solvaed that problen, _ '

An accomplice in a roonm overlooking the chippy
would lower a length of twine and the fan buying
the fish and chips would tie the bundle on to its
ende The pareccl was then hoisted up into the

hotel and enjoyed by all conspiring partiese. It
was a grand idenssand worked well,.until someone
used o weak bit of string and the parcel just
disintegrated on the way up.+showoking sone of

the local resddents with fragrments of a free

neale o .

Another Kettering legend wos the late -

Ken McIptyre after whom the Award was nominatede -- = --—-- oo oo
Being a confirmed Guinness addict, never sober and wary of boing caught
without his favourite tipple, his first act after registering at the hotel
was to secek out the Botel porter, cress the fellow's-paln with silver and
arronge for a crate of his beloved Guinness to be stashed beneath his hotel
bed, Then there was the Bentcliffe Relief Run which involved carrying
refreshing Iiguide.in the shpe of a pint of beere.to the railway stotion
about 2 mile from the hotels Eric B'had to work on Seturdays, so could not
get down until around Jpm on the Saturday night. ‘It becanc a ritual at
Kettering Cons (we had threce..plus a St Fanthony reunion) to meet hin- af
the ticket barrier, and, to the anazenent of roilway staff and other
travellers, Eric would hend overrhis tickets.and kocp the ‘lrand outsiretched
to grasp the waiting pint as he cane throughe Kettexring hed one Borrible
flaw howevem, Ideally situated though it was, the Georgé was not only
convenient to chippy, cafes and the looal, -SE stocking bookdealer, but sone
340t had plonked a church directly opnositeeess.grenty until 8 an on Sunday
porning when the clanging bells rose upon the riorning air to call the
Zoithfules.and duly yoused sleeping fen fron’their conase Anybne remember
tho hilarkous Aton cartoon (Hyphen??) depicting the body-strown basket roon
at the Georgeeeglas es, debris end recumbent feh blearily regarding one
bright and cheerful fan in the ddorwayes«otiinyone for church?" -

T And thero was . 'Boris®...the George's night portere I never did
" know kis real name; but we all cellod hin. Boriseswhich he loveds & real
fan lover (strange, but- #rue) ho -was a Iulking figure of.a nan, but with
a deforiring Hunchback. It didn?t meke him bitter however, and he was ~
always ready to bring healing potions at any hour of the night/morninge
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Tt was at Kettering that the British Science Fiction Association
was formede..ramted through largely by Ted Tubbee.its aitiecthens.was to
bring new blood into fandone...which was thought to be crurtbling apart at
the seans. Eric Benteliffe and I were roped in as joint Secretarys, Archie
Mercer as Treasurer and Ted Tubb was to edit Vector.s. @ nane which I
proposed at & later business meetings.and which went into the hat along
with sevaral others.e.and 8ane out again to give the BSFA Official Organ

its name. Ted's editorship lasted long enough to send me naterigl for the
first issue..and was accompanied by his resignation from the editorial
chaire.which left ne to get the first issue together, and edit, stencil

and duplicate the next thrée. I still have ny file copies of numbers 1 to
4 if anyone out there wants to offer me VAST SUMS for themesess??

With 1957, a Worldcon capme. to Britain, and made the elimax to a
hectiec fanning weck for Eric Bentcliffe and myself. The previous week-end,
we had Tlown to Antwerp, bocked in at the Cecil on the Van Artefeldestrasse
and spent a weck with Jan Jansen...which included all sorts of unusual
ovents and a trip to Anstordam to meet Davée Kyle, his new wife Ruth (they
were honeymocning) and several other US fens Naturnlly, chaos prevalled,
Jan, E ric and T waited several hours at Schipol airport and eventually
found that the Americans had landed carlieresand had boarded the KILM bus
into Ansterdom and werc waitihg for us ifi the citye, We found 'em at last
and Jan's little Citroen led a cavalcade of taxis through the winding
stroets and over canals to deposit then at their hotel,

At the end of tho week, we flew back to London and attended the
15th Worldcon...in a ghastly hotel. One of its delights was the longést,
narrowest Con Hall I have ever knownee.if you were at the back, you
neceded a tolescope to sce what was going on at the otheres That hall also
‘doubled as the Breakfast rolne..and was the nain thoroughfare between
the other Con Hall, and the various roous. The staff liked to set out
breakfast during the night..e.and so wandering fen were asked NOT %o
wander through the place, as it put dust on the cornflakesl

John We Canpbell attended that affair, and was: so disgusted by
the Ygoffee! served at the hotel, that he went out and located a laboratory
glassware supplier, bought a stack of flasks, funnels and filter paper,
an@ percolated lis own coffee in a niniature laboratory right there on his
braokffast tables = = ' ' -

I actually got to néet and talk with JOHN W CAMPBELLIt We got
stuck on the same Hieronymous machine together] In those days, he had
just published construction diagrams for the nachineese.and Eric Joncs had
nade once It -was on display in the foyer and I was in charge of it when
THE GREAT' MAN came along, spotted the machine and came over for a chat,
MEeeshe was talking with me § I was combusterfoozled to have hinm all to
nyselfeseeall I can recgli—how is that hd was asking mc about the snags
in agquiring some of the oomponents used in the devicee I walked on air
for the rest of that weekende =~ ' SR

Other Conventions followeds..Kettering again, Birminghan,
@iucester (where Kingsley Anils tried to chat up ny wife), Harrogete,
Potorborough (where- they-had.a car rourdabout akin to a railroad turntable)
for parking rhe carse Yartiouth,Bristol,Worcesters.and on to Coventry and
Icedss Ho doubt about it, fandom and:Conventions arc .fun things..and
thare oughd to be (lots) more of ‘em,. . o

P .
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Q EANORRMR Yet another segment of life's rich

tapestry gets embroidered.s..iike, |

THE MENTCP.54% A/4,offset, 52pp frem
Ron Clarke, 6 Bellevue Rd., Faulcon-
bridge, NSW 2776, AUSTRALIA..Jauncd
with articles,reviews etc..but only
a few so=so illosa. Stocks has a nice
piece on fandom and Cons, there's
ancther on Russian SF, a rather %ish
short story, verse (yecch) , a neat
tale of a bunny a bundle of letterse..and
of course...two sets of revicws. Get your
copy for AZ2,00, or the usual.

Of similar size,
but mimeod on good gquality blotting paper is

OUTWORLDS 44 from Bill Bowers, 2468 Harrison Ave, Cincinnati, OH 4#5211,USA
this has plenty af letters, personal notes by DBill, a rather waffly natter
between Dave Locke and Farsley Leigh (who cares that the kiddies bedtdme
has been moved from 7 to 10pm??)e There's alsc a Skelcomment,//Colunn on
rorretsell and the whole shcbang comes for €1 or the usuale

Now for a few
personal interjectionse..such ass..the Beeb-box crashed again last week, so
once more unto the repair shop (two new chips,£37) and I took the decisicn
which I've bocn dithering over for a year or so, %o have a new vord
processor fitteds..WORDWISE PLUS,..so now I darncd well HAVE to do my Ppro
writing on thc thing. Hapnily, the very day T shelled out on this lot, I
sot 2 phone call from Dre Skinner ot Monsanto in Basingstokoes'Could I do
him threc cartoons as per those in 'Annals of OccuBational Hygiene!?' So
that's a bit of lolly tewards the Datron bill, Now if anyonc out therc
works im or around ERNIE, I'd appreciate your coaxing,it inte paying out
on onc of my Bonds. Note to overscas readers..ERNIE is tElectronic
Rondom Number Inctgrating Znginel's.or something like thate..and is the !
computer which piclts nunbers in our Government-lottery.

. TatCrlreseas WORDWISE PLUS has
now been added to the Beeb, & couple of chips went up the spout, amd whilst
they were being replaced, I had the W+ Word Processor fitted. VERY user
friendly, I'd written my first letter using it within the houre Since then
Ttye made up a 'KEYS' program to use on powering up, and this makes all
sorts of printer goodies: available,.,.underline, Italic, Enlerged, Double-
Density or Condensed can be used anywhere in the type scripts..and of
course other facilities by cntering the proper ¢ode. The rough draft of
this issuc's DMBL was done thuswise, and o very good investment it ise My
only regret is that I can't use the set up for cutting stencilse..og I know
some people do, but the thought of all that gunge clogging up thoe Ipson
printcr head makes me shudder. Roll on litho-offsct or whatevers Then I
can really go to town,

" PHOUGITS 3, 22/ilt/mim from Mike Lewis, 97 Fleet Rd.,
Farnborough, Hants GU14 ORE is crammed with LOCs airing opinions on all
paints Bast of Suez, ain article on running and 2 slew of fmz revicwse Hat
pretentious, but just nice friendly..and argunentative. Get it for the
asking, or the usnal. I suspect the cover wos ripped off from Battlefield
Barth with adaptationse..any copument ?2?
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SPACE FLIGHT NEUS Noel at £1.25 may {nterest the space buffs among yols
The Second issue siiould be out nows . .46 large pp of news, articles and lots
of excellent colour photoses.pity they follow this idiotic modern trend and
print some parts of the text over a background iilo..page 40 ig alwmost
unreadable and will certainly give you spots before the eyese. Stafting with
No.T they are giving awey colour reproductions of Shuttle mission hadgeSe
FORDIDDEN WORLDE is a 20pp/Qto/offset fmz from James Mapson, Box 7087,
Cloisters: Sqe WeAustralia 6000+..and is a real mish-mash of natter,fiction,
re-captioned photos, cartoons and letterse And from Rofer Waddington, 1'm
indcbted for a copy of CONTRIBUTOR!S BULLETIN,.aimed at budding writers and
poets, it, gives news of markets, competitions and suchlike. 12 Qte pp, and
costs £6450 for 6 issueses.write to Freelance Press Services, 5/9 Bexley Sq.
Salford, Manchester M3 6DB if you have aspirations of becoming famouse
oo T T " w XYSTER 10 has 30ppAl crammed with a -
' . strange mixture of off=trail illos saved
‘from various eras and reetitled/captioned
! $o change their original intents %any
1 bumour by Editor.,Dave;Wbod..asaisted by
ving Clarke, Dave Langford, Irene Gore
. {another BAFF) end Bob Shawe.Plenty of
- yarfety, but the fantastic range of art
’ styles make it less of & wholezine and
' more of & compendiume Faunch' a copy
. from 1 Friary Close,Marine Hill ,Clevedon,
. Avon BS21 7QA )

They raised the Tifanic, so why not
CRYSTAL SHIP ? An elegant tontk issue
boasting 36, offset A5 pages comes from
John Owen, 4 Hyghfield Close, Newport

C _ ' Pagnell, Bucke MK16 9AZ ,.some excellent’
§llos, a personal. piece explaining the publishing hiatus and change of plén,
then Skel has a long article explaining JUST WHY YOU SHOULD LOC A PANZINE,
(I Toved the comment on one female who uses any exouse to write her usual
diatribe to any fanedesgueas who 2). "A'piece on 'Holp', ond avpiece on
TeXkien v the Natfionsl Frontes.e.and a stimulating lettercols J.hn hos no
_ sub. rates, so you'll have to weasel round him some Wayeeitts wOrth ite

. Those of yow who read BOCK & MAGAZINE COLLECTOR may be dnterested %o
know that Mike Ashley hopes to have another piece therein (on Astounding)

in the near futurgs..and it will have (hopefully) some photos taken by meee
which inyolved me visiting Good Man Joe Hooton, and once again handling
ghat Holy Grail of all magazine colleotor?e.. .ASTOUNDING STORIES OF SUPER
SCIENCE, Noele Picking up that issue was easyee.the hard part was putting
it down again at the 'end of the photo sesslons. So, Joe, 1f you ever wake
one night with a mad, fiendish urge to hurl your collection out into the
nightes.you will remember to ring me first, so I can be waiting outside
with & big net, won't you?
Speaking of collectingee.anyone oare to sell or
. trodeess DOC SAVAGE pbss 5,22,26 to 30, 34 to 53 and most after that
" SPACE SCIENCE FICTION MAGAZINE (USA) Aug.1957

WORLDS OF TOMORROW (USA) Vol.4No3 to 5/3 inclusive & 1967-1971

SP YEARBOOK (USA) Nose 2 & 4 SF DIGEST UK May 1954

ASTOUNDINGs scortain pre=1935 issues. (thanks to Roy Beamn for

$lugging one of the gops)
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My first car, a Ford inglia hod 1o
be serviced cvery 1000 miles, ny
latest, a Vavxhall YAstrat does 9.000
niles between visits to the garagcce.
unless of cpurse, sonething gees awrys

But what do you do when a fault
develops with the vehiele having got
around 900,000,000 niles on the clook
and is that distance away from its
repair base?

fk’ﬁ;"(lCZ‘?(’f’ mile
w2 SERVICE
-ﬂiiﬁi ?u\\.-b fl'-‘ﬁ%‘

by

That's what happened to
NASA when Voyager 2 did its fly past
of Saturn in 1981« Something went
wrong with a widget called a 'scan
platforn actuakort, which is supposed
to ain cumeras and sensors wherever it
is tcld. 'ith a fly-past of Uranus
an? sone 6,000 photographs planned for
late 1985, 2arly 1986,.souething had
to bo donel

Just HQW do NASAts boffins
nanage to Yrepair?! such fanlts whilst
sittin;; confortably back at base? Vell,

they suspected plastic shavings in the
goar trains griven by two stepper
potors {(atin to those used in conputer
‘turtles! and dise drives), as this had happened to Voyager 1 in 49784 These
rotors have four spocdsesdipgh, Mediun, Low and extra Low. Ground tests on
sinilar notors and gear chains were set upy and it was found that a failure
in Iubrication caused bearing to rub on shafts ot [Egh rates.and deposit
fragnents which fouled the gears.

Working on the actual flight spare, ongineers first caused it to
seize, then began experimenting to sec how it could be frecds At first, it
secned that this could be done by running the motors back and forth to chew
up the offending particlese.but this fix only lasted o couple of weeks and
the fault returnad. IExperiments at varying the termperature between 100C
and =35°C seoued nost cffectives..nornal operating teuperature being arcund
-70C, Variations coul? be garried out by turning on instruncnts, actuator
heater and notor coilse. This coused expansion and contraction in the gears
thus crushing the jamnming naterials.

The flight spare was nlso operated at various slewing speeds to see
how this affected failurcese.and as night be expected, High and Medium rates
caused the most bother,, .nmoral there was to use only the slow ratess

A third ground test involved building vardous sets of gears and
boarings, then trying out varying omixes of lubrication, tempsrature and
operating speeds until the optinum conditions to avoid failures had been
establishod,

It was also discovercd that actuator conditions on Voyager 2 could
be rionitored by shortening the control pulses to bolow normal duration.

If an =etuatod wee anoaring broakdown by Jjanning, it would refuse to accopt
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guch signals. The impending fajlure could be cleared by returning the
pulse rate to nemmal and then running the temperature/forward/reverso cyclee

All these discoverdes were embodiod into comuands sent to Voyager 2
and hopefullyees?It will all be right on the nighttes.or to be precise,
when Voyager nears Uranuse. Abcut Pour days before the session bogins, 2
test will take placesesond if this indicates tronble a backup progran will
be sents This, instead of hmaving the scan platform, will roll the wholo

scceraft so that cameras and sensors point the right waye So, 85 you
Tond this, one way or the other, Uranus 2 should be yioelding up its
pecrets, - S i o - ‘

- pEEEmRmTEERERSS ==

HALLEY*S COMET is also 1ikely to cone under close scrutiny over the
sorie poriodes.with the best viewing tine coning during Deccrmber 1985 and
Janueny 1986 (Australien roaders should do better in February %o April
1986), Not that yow can axpoct ‘one of those SF nagazine cover sights, os
to seec the 1ittle’ snudge that the conet will show, you'll nee? to gebt away
from snog and city skypglowssand if possible use binoculars or a snall
telescopc. ook gouth to ‘South West around sunsetessbut et your eyes
adjust to darkness for 20 minutas or soe Caomera buffs, use a tripod,
‘set shutter on Brief and ¥y 10 seconds to ten ninutes depending on your
£iln speede e e i

S S T
P T T S DD e

CRAF is NOT .the Canadian Royal iir Force, put 'COMET RENDEZVOUS AND
. ASTEROID FIY BY': JPL (Jet Propulsion Laboratory) is studying a nission
to senda Mariner Mark 2 sﬁacecraft'tb not only rendezvous with a conet
(wita 2..pron0unced"Vilt1) but fly alongside it for three yearsees.al that
after first naking a close paas:of- .asterold 1Hedwig®te )

spaco_Shuttle would launch Mariner 2

. Tf the mission goos ahedd, &
on March 140 199%,. and it would thén ‘pass within 3,800 niles pf the .

. dsteroideesout to beyondgﬁugiter!s'pxbit,-then~anoing,back.towards the Sun.
A couple of mid course correction burns will brirg Mariner to .Rcndezvons
with the comet. The two will travel together for three years, only
separating after perihelions R ' SO

Mariner -will nove in to within gix niles of the nucleus, then back

4o geversl hundred niles to anid'damége fron the developing tail ‘as the
pair near the Sun, Caneras .will reoqrd changes in the“nucleus and teil
and a Surface Penetrator is to be fired into the nucleus to measure the
presence. of up to 20 elonentSese as well as'ﬁb'meGSure-the'stren;th and
resistonce qf tyquoro. - A - TACE YOU ROUND)

— — St i G D d A B Sy a—— ———— ——
. ———TRY T LT LA S

This article was based on rnaterial taken from v foﬁé

NASA/JPL fact sheets kindly supplied-by that <. g}‘grw
Viery Good Fan, Harry. Andruschmaice :Any;chanceff%gg e 2
of getiing a copy of ERG teken on. one of: gﬁjfiﬁ p *a;
theose. doep space probes,. Harry 2. 2T g u%};
B Lo 5 : o i é ..%

Lpat .
LAF SR A .
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({((My own sweet ERCitorial words of wisdem are
enshrined within these iriple parentheses))

ALAN BURNS 19 The Crescent, Kings Rd. South,

Wallsend NE28 7RE #Yogur covey stamps you As

the Roland Emmett of fandom. I open up, and
what do I sec, Jecves lamemting the demise of
quarto, and what may I ask is wrong with A4?
{((Nothing, if you cut it down te 8Yx10%.. on
the other hand, DRG has becn Qto for 26 years
and I don't went to muck up my filing system
with that overlong, floppy format))) Robots,
#hat word should be done away with as out of
dates How about ARM (Advanced Response
Machines)..({(Like my Epson printer 2?7 I used
robot specifically and saide..that I was
referring only to 'humanoid robots'ss.now a
humanoid robot may be an ARMg.but the reverse
docsn't necessarily apply))} Next article on Destructive Machines lilke the
Whirling Crusher and the Black Sapper's Tarth borer for example. {(Not sure
what you mean there Alanee.I dcolt with both of those in ecarlier instaluments
of DMBL)) 25" telly working on paraffine..not so mad, didn't you remciber
that in the early thirties, the GLC (Gas Light and Coke Coas, not Idvingston's
gay rabble) had a radio powered by o bank of gas-hected thermocopuples ani
there are teles working happily off 12v batteries, (((Truc, but I still think
it mwadc a funny cartoone.and you forgot that Ilizabethan-ruff-like bank of
theruocapules used in Russia to power famm radios..it just

sat on the nexk of the oil lamp. But if you want to be fvl
technicals..I fancy you would necd 2 MONSTROUS bank of
such low temperature couples to run a 25" colour telly)))

KER LAKE

115 Markhouse Ave | I ought % mentiOﬂ that the Pgst Office
LONDON BT7 6AY is actually REDUCING a rate. XFrom \

November, second class: Inland Rate will go down from 13p
to 12pe Now get thisae.in recent years, the P.0., have issued fdiscount!
stampse.which had a *D? or a star printed over the gum on the back so they
could easily be adentified. Now although the 12pustamps are to be sold at
'face value'!, they constitute in the eyes of someone at the GPO, a WYiscomt!
and so the FIRST batches of the 12p definitive will be on discount-marked
papers But, when all this is used up, the definitives will appear on normgl
papers.and the discountmmarked varictics will turn up relaiively scarce
over the years. So, a sheer {price £12) put aside now, would probably net
you & reasonable profit in a decede or so. I should cxplain that market
movements in philately arce one of my professional fields of expertise and I
am offering this 1little tip in the spirit of Christmas Fondom for all who
feel inelined toc take it upe {((There you are, ERG's Financiel advice column.
However,,just in ecase you fancy meking a2 nillionesesI just had my UK stamps
valued by a peripatetiec Stanley Gibbons agentess.stoarting in 1858, tley
catalogue at just over £600¢4.Mr. SG rep told me they were only worth
"foce voluc'e..hte didntt say what that meant for the used items ..but 13ts
a good job I didn't put em aside 85 an tinvestment,)) Comwent on ERA92..
Good heavens, I almost forgoteeNo comment, lkeep up the good works..Xens
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Mike Scott: : '
10 Hough Green It is interesting that you say that humanoid robots were

. thought much more likely than space travel fifty years
Cheﬁte? CHFTSJG agoe Everyone talks about the mmazing speed of computers.
T suppose people never really thought about the problems of creating even a
limited sort of artificial intelligence because research
waesn't far enough advanced for the problems to be
apparent, whereas the problems with space flight were
fairly obviouss After all, identifying the problem is
the first step in solving it. Talkding about Tartistic
clangers', your impression of Gaea (I assume that is

whot it's meant to be) is dreadful. Gaea does net leok — . gqw
like the Ringworld, ({(Wasn't meant to be Gaea, just a NEVER WORK

general, sort of ringworld))

EpggﬁgﬁiggigGggF With your suppliers willing to cut Al down o quarto,
Norton. Malti *y  ERG100 in that format should be easily achieved, for us
Nzh i ;k On  josser mortals who have to. buy a box at a tine, therets

Grics, . 1ittle hope. Actually, I adeys was a devotee of guarto,
with A% the bottom of the page is much farther away and you have to work
harder to reach ites ((Perhaps if you typed faster??))) Chuck Conmor used to
read LION and Captain Condor doesn't get a mention? Though it does bring
to mind the thought that there are other herces for other ages, other
generations; and that such as Doc Savage and Dan Dare will eventually fade
into darkness along with their celebrators. (((Sad; but true.e.Kinnison is'
going, Gerry Carlyle, Van Manderpootz and the Skylark gang are fadingeesand
T wonder about:tales such as 'Black Beauty' and Gulliver's Travels not to
nention StruwelPetere..without Disney's cartoons and the Becb's drawa I
fancy they would be gone .already))s I think the great appeal of the Daleks
is precisely that they couldn't be taken too seriouslye, With logical
thought, and action they could. ba pverszone. They surely gave that frisson
of fosr without anything more harrifule..Now if you nention the Cybormen,
well there's tha stuff of nightmare, (( I fancy you're right..as a kid I
alvays preferred the s5lightly inept nastiese..you didntt have to take Yemnm
seriousIy D). - : :

ATAN SULLIVAN The Robots was good stuff.ewhile on Dre Who, what about
3 Beeleston Sge, = those sluggish silver cyborgsesThe Cybermen ((( I didn't
Westminater, count 'em as hunanoid/robots))) If it wosn't for their

LONDON SWIV 1PG resistance to gunfire they'd nevexr got anywhoraoe ' ERG
: has a certain appeal = a feeling of nostalgia ~ no

 offence ((none taken))) of balmy halcyon days when SF was young and the

irmgination ron wild and freee. I nay not remember most of the stuffyhaving

only heard of it second handy but it lacks tho cynicisn so common todaye

({Dcad right, cobbere..nodern SF is so jommed wifh nessage, fominism and/fr

social relevance that the plotlines are non~existent or bland to. the point

of- boredorts )} ‘ ‘ ' '

ETBEL-LIN%%AY  The Daleks on TV have men inside noving them about, who

_ Ggrnggg¥ie-" _could at a pinch get up a stepe Have you seen the *Tripods’

‘ Angus DD?7 7QQ moving? (((Yecchy I watched two episodes of this before I

‘ ' pealised the Beeb had made it into a typical Sunday after=

noon gcostume drama e.even if.it does get broadcast at other times,.)) I
think I've gone back to mystery yarns because what I enjoyed was SF, and a
1ot of what is published now is fantasys.sword and sorcerys.ond when a
blurb tells me that this is another world with wizards and princesses or

. Witeh Queens, I go blechy ({1 agree with you ENTIRELY..ny word is Yecch))
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RCB GREGQ Your 'Operation Fantast! was great stuff and had nme

103 Highfield Rdae, laughing all the way through. Highly approprizte
Ronford, ' too, as I had only jus* left hospital. Your remark
sssex UM3 343 on why we arce cclloed 'paticnis! is accuratessit scens taat

all ‘in-paticnts! ere ignored until tout-pationts® have
been dealt withe ((vell, the in-paticnts are more likely to anuff it and so
save 'om worke.and free another bed.))  Largely agree with your comments on
the heavy sercon zines like Foundation and, I suspect, van Ikin's tScience
Piction's Mose of these highbrow, in depth theses go right over my head..
Tt the kind of reader who likes a strong plot and clear storylinc. I don't
read a lot of Qeep meaning into the stories 1 likce ({({Me too, when I want a
nessage or a fact, I read non=fictionee.the ‘nossage type yarn' sececns akin
to trying to dose one's ice-creanm or cherry cake with healing nostrums in
the style of 'sugaring the pill')) inother good bunch of fanzine revicwses '
nost of which I haven't had the pleasurc of seeing (sobl) Groggys Country
Road, N BNF Zine and Mad se¢iontist's Digest all sound especiolly interesting
(grovel-grovelesEric, Joni, Dekhard and Brian)e Can't you persuade Ethel
to rovive Scottishe? (((There you are faneds..sonecone crying for a copy of
your wareseshow about it?  Dthel I fancy finds retirement, bawbees and a
fanzine nutually incompatiblo)) ST E o

PAMELA BOAL : .
L Westfield Way As always, I find your ,
Charlton Heights various reviews entertaining
Vantage as well as wost useful. One
Oxon 0X12 7EW  thing though, while 8 to 10
year old boys would be .
unlikely to identify with a girl hero, girls
of that age have no diffficulty identifying
with boy heroes..probably because be it comice
or computer ganes, the few girl or female '
heroines ardvund arentt worth identifying with.
Even with Enid Blyton (who is still popular
despite the 'expert! dondennation) a girl wit!
any spirit identified with the boys..and her
girls were a little real than most. I mever
regarded you as an MEP, but ever since some .
feninists annoyed you, you have doveloped a habit
of throwing in such remarks as 'ladies, read
Tomasina, ! etc, which are fronkly beginning to
irritate the hell out of me. {(I syupathise Pam, but what cun one wWo7 'II
I jyst say, 'Tom, Dick & Harry' those harpics howle..likewise if one sayse.
the'! somewhere to avoid repetitious the or she! at every verse endesthey .
howl {chiefly you know who)e.and now I get shot at for trying to cover both
ends...ah woe is we)): Enjoyed DMBL (may your banks never run dry) ({((This
may be the final part, as I'm toying with the idez of running ny outo~-bieg
Taphy « «CARRY ON JEEVES..Conments anyone 72)) Your conments on Dalcks are in
fact thoee put-to good use by wheel choir users. Quite a .few cartoons
pertaining to disability have carried the cortoon of Daleks nassed at the
foot of stairs,saying, "That puts paid to our plans of congucring Earth',
0d< though, that while people can appreciate that a 1" step com be a barxrrier
to Doleksesit can also be a barrier to a great range of wheelchairse ({ True
Pam, ond so can swing and rototing doors...designers please notes )}



accurate..it
Daleks..it
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Many moons ago, Ken Potter and Dave Voed
ublished 'onewsnot! fanzinese.ls.ees,each
isaue only bcasted one copy which was
then handed on to another fan. The zines

‘were STELLAR and CENTAURUS,.much beauty

' blushed relatively unseen in those rare
publicationse..and since GOOD soetry is
rare among the much published drek verse

tof today, I herewith reprint one of the

- ems-woz as how I wrote feor one of those
' fong defunct affairs. Read and weepl

'See nmow Kinnison whom foes dread,
Hair a2ll ruffled, LENS bright red,
Coming from some nighty battle ?
No, he just got out of bed.
With his lens -(he slecps with this on)
: . Comes the mighty K£§a11 Kinnisone
Londing free, he kas no ticket, :
(Worsel told him where tp stick it)
On %the Plate' he spills the gen,
cleans it up and starts again. ;
Kimball tells how batile rages,
Rages cause Doc Smith has . poges,
Pages where he tells the sagos,
In between his swigs of lager.
Loger still and lager, shall the battle be,
All the way from Trenco to
Lundmarkt's Nebulae,
Skip the details, do not bore us,

: Don't forget to read Centourus.
Next the Master Pilot Canpbell,. :

tries a Dianetic gemble,
Manlers form a huge numbrella
. Drive by Dean. and bomb by Teller
Bogkone's Navy's full of pride
.But George O Smith is on our side,
Planked by Kinnison and Wersel
(Trumpet V¥oluntary by Purcell)
They will forge a weapdn for us
*Neath the cauldron, burn Centaurus.




Round about the pot they go, 2

In the double dicdes throw.
Condenscrse«shove in half a ton,

Microfaradse.use point ohece.
Frec electrons, bung 'em in,

Blas the- Boskone's for their sin,
Double, double, toil and trouble,

Cathodes burn and anodes bubble.
Holf @& vacuum, bags of trig

Go to make this haywire rig.
Triple, triple, oil that nipple,

Let ¥s knock off and start to tipple
Bleary=-eyed and seeing deuble,

Kinnison will stop the trouble.

. Squirt the juice and kill the circuit,

o ," says Nadreck, "I can work it."
Fecd the power, squash the Boskone,

With a bang, there's half the

hull gonel

Air shoots out, but nowt cones in,

Hard to breathe but much Lless dine
One by one the nen are dying,

Despite all this, Kimball is trying,
Trying hard to save his friendes.

the ship blows up, and thatts

THE END

(( Wow I'm sure you Bll feel guitc different about poetry after rcading
that cpic, don’t you? ))

Lord Byron

STOP_PRESS yjics t1Phil! Pribaz,t Drake Court,Melton,Victoria,AUSTRALIA 3337

secks to organise UK (and other) SF fen to correspond with Aussie fen, so
if you want to swap letters with someane down under, drop 2 linc to Phil
giving your name, address, Sex (yes. please), hobblies and anything else you
can think of. Phil co-cdits the Belbourne SF Club Nemsiletter.. 2 nice
off-set nowsheet reminiscent of earlicr fanzines. Over to you folkse

DOWN MEMORY BANK LANE Parts 1 to T2..plus the yarn, 'G~8 AND HIS BOTTLE

4CES, @04pp, with all relevant ERG covers included. Limited run, get
your copy before they've all gones £2450 inc. of post & pockings

Hardcobers, paperbacks, fonstuff,Air & Aerospace, Cigarctte cards,y and two
pages' of magazines. Send Sughtt §.0.E for lists of what I have on offer.
The 10% off discount for orders over £70 applics to all orders during
Decenber to Februarye...l MUST make sonre SPRCeaesasdlielpld The Editore

REMEMBER. .next issuc marks FRG's 27 Anniversaryess.and you wouldn't want
to miss that issuc by net responding, would you? OK, don't answer thate..
but if you don't save your ERGs, . do me a favour and pass this copy along
%o @ friend (or cnemy), and thus help sustain trucfandom against all oddse



SCITNGCE FICTICN
THE 100 BEST NOVELS
e -e-sver—————=— == S

David Pringle
Xanadu £3.95

Here, the editor of
Interzone gives us lic
choice of the 100 tbestt
and as you might expect,
leans to the 'Speculative
Fiction?! brecdseethough

not entirely so..Heinlein
has 'Puppet Masters',!'Door Into
Summer! and surprisingly, tHave
Spacesult « ill Travel! included.
Predictobly, Clarke's *Chilchcod's
End! and 'City snd the Starst! are
here, but Asimov only has one
yarn against Ballard's three and
Dick's fivee

Sadly, this isn't
an anthology containing all the
varns = instead, you get brief cssays
giving biographical details together with
capsule reviews plus publishing dates.
Yo matter who sclects '100 Best', results
are bound to be controversial and in this
case, the 'literary/SpeceF/New Vave! bias
makes the result more sose.nevertheless, thls
ig an excellent source bock for guidance in
further reading, particularly for the newcomera.
Tts Moorecock introduction dous it a disservice as
it raiscs the pointlesses'Why not more women/
black/left-handed~vegetarian<lesbian writers?! red horring. Pringle chose
from what has been writien not from what might have been..or to balance
somne esateric ratio, and in so doing has produced an entertaininge. cnd
controversial volwic. Read, cnjoY...ond argice

§;E§=Q§B=§§§LE§E We first neet Polly Whittacker at age 19, but quickly
Diana Wynne Jones flash back to her 1Cth ycar (though she still converses
Methuen 38.95 like a 19 year-old). An inprobable uccting with Ton
Lynn (probaobly the most illiterate ccllo player in the
British Philharnenic) gives her a stronge picture which leals to her

being followed by the mysterious Mr, Leroy. Despite the apge disparity, Tom
an Polly mect occasionally, and Jevise a fantasy world of thoir owneewhich
secens to be coming to reality as they meet people and placcs am they had
imagined then. e follow events up to the present, with Leroy growing ever
rore pmenacing and Polly's nerioriess..ond those around hers.being subtly
altered to cxclude Tom Lynneesethon a final confrontoticne..whiclh was a bit
above ny head, cven though this is a bocok for young girls. Oh well, maybe
T ecan't enmpathisc with their psychologyesbut with Christrnas and New Yecar
present-giving tine ground, this nay help you f£ix up some young Taughter

or niece



JEE_COSMIC SODE Tsswed in 1984, but I just managed to buy o copye Th

Heinz Re Pagels first part covers Tinstein's 1ife and work whicn forned &
Palicen 8,95 bridge betwecn classical physics and gquantun theorys Then
on to quantum theory, Heiscenberg's Uncertainty, (hc cat

of Schrodinger and modern developments..including one instantaneous ACLL oM~
atmn~distance experiment, but onitting the cpocnal one in Paris in 1902«
Tart 2 deals with particles..down through hadrons, baryons ete to the bosic
gusrks, leptons and gluonse Rinally, 2 sumnary of the logic and invariance
of natural laws. Virtually non-tothematical, not easy going, but hignly
rewarding if you like to know what makes the universc *icke

e e P P T Published in 1979 to accompeny a
Nigel Calder TV program, I mansged to acquire this
B.B.C 86425 copy via a Boolk Finding 3ervices It

is erammed to the gills with etories
of Einstein's life, his papers and idcas..all deftly
axplained in evoryday languagees.with details of the
yarious experiments confirnirg the theorics...and that
jnclndes aircraft-borne clocks which run faster than
those deep dn Darth's gravity field, It also covers
black holes, FTL travel and all the othex linked items
of modern cosueclogye. A very readable pepulorisation if
¥ ou cen monage to find a copy

THE ROD OF LIGHT

. . . P e A P S ey o S e e
i e e e e e ]

Darrington J§ Bailey
Methuen £2.50

Morc or less a segquel

to *Soul Of A Rebot in

Which robot Jasperodus sought a soule Now,
knowing he has one, he oscapes an .attack by the robote=hating
Borgors and gocs to maet super-~intelligent Gargon (who acts
as thickk as two chort planks) who is heading a band of other
constructs in trying to cquip robots with soulsa 3et in a sort of post-
holocuoust Burope (?) scomingly without nuelear power..they mine coal, yet
have spaceflight and intelligent robots..this is one of those lightwelght
yarns which secm to ave been witten at one sittingeplenty of action, but
precious little plot Lincs.just on=going events. Suitable for passing a
$rain journoy, but not classic SF. It isn't labelled juveniles.but it isl
Manpeoek says Barrington is 'The most original SF writer of this gemeration'
but since I gpather Moorcock is half of Bayleye.that isn't surprising.

NICL_FAZARD Interstellar_fgen! Mool  pistios Tans will remenber J.R. ¥
P. HAorbottle & Je. Lawrcnce 95p Fearn's, 'Vargo Statten'! & Wolstead

39 Carterways, Gridban?! yarns published under the
Dunstaeble, BEDS Scion imprinte. KNow Heasrs. Horbottle and Lawrence

have taken 'MISSION TO VORGA', scripted it, cocaxed the
original cover artist DRon Turner to work on it, and the result is (part 1
of) a 3 part black and white strip..in a 32pp/AS fornat. An additional
bonus is Turncr'!s 1958 strip..SPACE ACT AND THE WRECKEZRS. Story lines are
a bit naive (tegnage market ?) but the artwork is excellent, so if you want
to get in on a collector's iten (No.2 should be ocut when you road this)
send off your order whilst stocks last, (ilsc available fron P.,darbottle,
32 Tynedale Ave, Wallsend, Tyne & Wear are republlished Fearn storicsees
WORLD'S WITHIM, FROM AFAR, SURVIVORS OF MARS, and TALIES OF WONDER at £1,00
cacha.and NO GRAVE NEED I at £1.25..% THE SLITHERERS at 22 400)
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THE_LEXKY ESILBLISHMENT As the result of a drunken bet, Roy Tappen smuggles
Dave Langford, an old filing cabinet out of Robinson Heath Nuclear
Sphere £2.25 Centrees.and then finds soneone has carelessly left e

nuclear warhead in the bottom drawers A newly installed
detector systen prevents him smuggling the thing back ine. Each tfoolproof !
schenme to replace the thing only worsens the situations. Those of you who
hod the pleasure of hearing Dave read an extract fron this bok at 1984
Novacon will need no further details..but it's a hilarious, over=the-top
snedeup of the nucleer eatablishment. TNo gsacrced cows are left unstoned and
you had better tape up your sides before reading if you don't want ten to
Split . o . .
CODE_QF _THE_LIFEMUKER. Radiation corrupted the data banks of an alien selfw
Janes P, Hogan replicating factory and over the ages endless setilements
Penguin £2495 of flawed robots have spread through the galaxye.one’

' group on Saturnts ncon Titan, has established its own s6X,
religion and backward socicty. Then a tcolony! ship is sent to Maers by GSEC,
bearing phoney nystic Zarbendorf supposedly for hin to carry out psi testses
and NASO has included debunker Massey ostensibly to expose hine However,
its destinatian iz really Titan..and both Zambendorf amd Massey have other
roles to play when GSEB secks to explodit the robotse A neat balance betwecen
humans and equally ‘hunan' robots secking to understand .their world, nakes
for a tout and well written yarn. (Oh yes, NASQO is North A$lantic Space Orge
anisation, and GSEC..Genersl Space Enterprises Corporation)

=SEgsaEmeR Molly Zero is raised in the regimentals.yet benevolent
Keith Roberts environment of 'The Blocks'!, then, meeting Paul, they escape
Penguin £2.50 to find jobs in a nearby village before moving on with a band
 of gypsys...and various dangerous adventures including a band
of terrorists's activities with bombse I found the 'continuous presont? in
which this was written, very weardngee.almost like one of the adventure role
ganesee."fou do thises.", You do thafe.."s I suspect this started life as
an up=market juvenile, but I may be wonge

TER_TOWER AND THE

LEDRAMY  princess Viviane is lured into releasing the ewil
Mgyra Caldecott priest-magician Idoc from age~long bondagee. He then
Arrow £2.50 takes possessicn of her lover Caradawe causing him to slay

his own father (who was trying to repe Viviane)e Tdoc
then secks his revenge ageinst the reincornations of the five who first
enslaved hine..Caradawe, Gerin,Rheged, Cai and Viviane. The latter fless to
#he Porost where she neets the Green Ledy, is given a crystal ball and is
hunted by Idoc in his persona as The Black Knight, Much riding hither and
yon, powerful enchantments and near disaster before final (?) triumph, Sex,
sword, sorcery and mysticism in the usual romantiec-heroic mix which scems to
be so popular these dayse

QBQ§§=2§§=§$é§§. Mercenary soldier, ex-Hammer's Slammer, Don Slade plans to
David Drake retire to bis home world of Tethys, but the route is fraught
Hamlyn £2425 with perils. Fleshbacks cover incidenis of piracy, plant

- symbigsis, a battle with a. re-synthesising centre, a planet
of programmed 'slaves and another of parthogentic females. Eventually, Slade
reaches Tethys and a £inal confrontation with a usurper. Fastegaced and
exciting action-adventure (No.9 in the Venture series) and a rattling goed
blend of Dersai, Starship Troopers..and, dare I say it? Kimball Kinnisane
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i SCIENCE_FICTION FILY SOURCE_BOOK
fE" (4 3=: Ede David Wingrovel £10.95,Hardback  £7.95,Paper
S ) Sy An Aldiss foreword points up the
5 Cags s’ ' gifference between the visual film and the more
“ cerebral (?) book. This is followed by a list of
: Ve contributors and a brief Intreduction and youtre
/] into a 'Brief ®istory'..whiech puts the arguable

' point that cinematic SF came of age in 19638, .s0
Y the ‘Fistory'! is mainly post=-1968. A list of
"Jeeves 'Tmportant Films' (? no 'King Kong'?) and you're
into the real meat of 250 pages Jaumed with
capsule reviews of 'more than 1350 SF noviestaee
complete with brief credits and stargratings for
Plot,Technical Skill,Entertainment ond Artistic Merit..all of which are of
course highly subjective, so you can enjoy yourself looking up favourites
then disagreeing (or agrecing) with their assessments. 'lIcing on the cake!
includes a listing of carly serials, 20 pages detailing people who Bave put
SF on the screcn, a list of authors/books which have been made into f13im,
and fFinally a short Bibliography. IMNumerous, but small, 'stilis?! stud the
toxt and the resulting volume is a 'must! for any SF filo buff. I'd
rocomiend the hardcover for durability and appearance as the price risc is
minimal
SS==ESZSSISESZSSSSTE 6 tRetroactive Hupos! forward by 4S8J Ackerman explains
Triton Doolks gET4e95 how he pushed the idea of digging back inte pre=Hugo
days to publish yarns which may have gqualificd., Menmbers of First TFanden,
(nyself included) voted on sundry stories and came up with the ten you get
feres.conplete with Gernsback tpuffs' and original (nainly Paul) illose I
can do né better thon list the titlese...The Coming Of Tye Icc, The Enpire Of
The Ants, The Crystal Egg, 'The Bggs From Lake Tanganyika, The Metal Giants,
The Diamond Lens, The Thing ¥rom Outside, The Mad Planct, The Mocn Metal,
and Beyond The Poles In the UuK., Ken Slaiter may be able to get you a copy,
but if writing direct.(sec address in Farorama) you nughr add a couple of
‘dollars for post and packings. Happy nostalgiae

MRKHISTHREESES . q . !

g=g§2§222==§ 'Laran' psiepower is awakening in 15=-year old
Marien Zimmer Bragdley Romilly and she uses its animal=-empathy to tame and
Arvrow £2e25 train the hawk Precioza. This arouses the anger of

her strict father..who begins to enforce donesticity on his
tomboy daughter. The final straw is her betreothal to the Lord of Scathfell,
a typically sterecctype and sliny character. Romilly flees from home into &
Iand secthing with discontent over a usurper to tue thronceswhilst the true
King hidese Romilly soon becomes enmeshed, against her will, in the plot
and intripgue before all is resolved. Tihs is another of the Darkover neovels
which Ms, Bradley does so welle..z2nd so often, and I suspect it is aimed at
teenage girls and women's libbers, In essence, it is the SF equivalent of
a Mills & Boon renancce. with touches of Bennie Prince Charlie and a fow
others ineluded. However, if you're inte hero{ine)s, causes and batiles,
this is far netier written than nest, so read according to your tastese.



26

e o e e b i e e et e ety
T S S maw e~ —m———

‘Curtis Peebles
Blandford £10,9%

194 slick, appx. Qto pages with numerous illustrations,
many in colour, plus silhouettes and details of many US
and Soviet spacecraft. An Introduction by Kenneth
Gatland sets the political background of defence treaties
and a brief survey of current programsa The main beody of the work covers
Russian and American (+ some Chinese) work on surveillance and Navsats,
salyut missions, nuclear missiles, anti-satellite devices and space lave
Lasers and particle beam weapons get exlipustive coverage before the final
gumading up, Torecust, glossary and index. TSxcellent oxplanatory diagrans,
laynap's longuago snd a good layout eclecave through media gobbledegook to
give you a glear idea of the possibilitics..and conduct of a war in space
plus the real informatien on the t1Star Wars' program, Ideal for space

Yuf?s and indeed anyone wanting to know what is going on ‘'up there!ls

Z§§=EHEHBngL§§§IBAT§2=§££§=QELQE one of the first things one does on
for Cinema. Video. Television picking up a book such as this (4f you
Futura £5495 arc strong enocugh), is to look up one's

favourites - no casy task with over 2 4000
tilms raonging from the carly days, right to the presenteecven 50, "Things
To Gome', Yardoz! and 'Destination VFoon! have cscapeé the nct. Rach title
has a capsule review, reclcase date, star 1ist, running time, whteher it is
colour or b/w, and where relevant, its availability on videos Rotings from
7 to I are miven os a guide to entertainment value and production standardge
Stills abound} Dvery page has at least one, pffen two, and sometimes threes
In addition, there are photos and profiles of 39 stars and a brief
TIntroduction exploins the symbols used, a8 well as MPAA gsuildance ratings
which accempany each filme (for some obscure reason, this Introducticon
refers to the worl as 'Roting The Movies') Without doubt, this is 2
superlative MUST for any novie buff..and is about exactly TWICE the size of
the HBalliwell guide, for only £1 noreess..nc less than 448 pages, 8" by 11"
sn sizee Now whgre else can you find a bargain like that?.

U SISO ISP IO St ST USSP M S SRR S AR R R S S R R S SR

DOWN HMEMORY BANK LANE...Parts 1 to 12 in one, 80+ page volume,..the pulps
the bloods!, air wmags, SF films, Yducation via the pulps, the 'Ads' and muéh
mores.including original ERG covers, and !'G-8 and His Bottle Aces! fiction.
52450 or ¥3,00 inclusive of post & packing. Only 50 copies run off, a few
still left...buy now before it becomes a collectorts item,
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ELEPHANT SONG 27

SRR E Fitting snugly between 'City Of Baraboo' and 'Circus
Barry B Longyear ‘orld', this yarn coumpletes the trilogy of ('Huras cpace-
Futura £2.50 going circus, Starting with the ¢rash of the Baraboo on

Momus, we sec the circus hands fighting to estaoblisu a
colony, Aided only by their dwindling herd of bull eclephants, work beginsas
Central charascter is Little Vill, one of the few telepaths suong a uotloy
crews Lurking in the wilds, & cluteh of unborn, but telepathic and amoral
snakes seck to dominate someone, to guard thelr eggs.. Disease. and natural
disastor also threaten in what starts out rather fragmentary- at first, but
then settles down into an excellent and moving yarne

~ THE_RIVER OF DANCING GODS

=== Zasyifa _22¥2.  Truck driver Joe, and hitcher, Marge find _
Jack L, Chalker thenselves diwerted to an alternate world formed by
Orbit £2.50 thie backlash of creation..and where nagic woTks and

trolls, elves, fairies and dragons existe They were lured by
Magicien Ruddygore to aid-him in the battle against the evil forces of the
Dark Barone Transformed into barbariec hers, and herolne ., their task is To
acquire the legendary magic laupe Their journey traverses rivers by such
neans as 'trollbridges! or 'fairyboats' before the final. confrontation.
Entertaining throughout, in a Binakian manner, put without his twee folksi-
ness. I enjoyed the yarn..and the last line indicates it will be a triligYe

MICROWORLDS

o T . ‘Waht a barg’ain? NO le-SS_ than 1? 'snt.ories and a poemby
%d, T.F.Montcleone Ray Bradbury ore cramsied into this largc-size panerlack,
Hamlyn £2.50 Each involves o .computer.. Gordy Dickson's Conputers

_ Don't Argue' demls with the perils of a computer=ruz
Baock Club {I've had a similar hassle with Reader's Digest)e Benford's 'The.
Touch' is about a.suicide/murder gone, Bischoff's on outlandish software
pretection and Bovatls 'Love Calls' has an ‘emotional computer, Naturally,
Clorke's 'Nine Billion Names' is here..along with Agimév's 'Last Quostion’,
Ellison's, 'I Have No Mouth,.' and yarns by Pohl, Malzberg, Sladek and
engugh variety to pleasc cevery taste whilst upsetting none. Read, enjoy,
trenble next timc you power up your home nicroe. Remecnmber, these yarns may
be today's fictionesss but whot of tomorrow? '

NZCTAR OF HEAVEN .

=E=S=SaSmassSo === 2kth in the Dunarest saga, as that indestructable hero,
E.C.Tubb still hunted by Cyclans, continucs his endless search for
arrow £T475 long-lost Darth, ‘Opening with Dumarest and Vardoon in an:

accident which strands them in Artcic-like waste, they move

on to Sacawenna to seck the rare drug 'Nectar Of Heaven'.,.and becone
involved in the plots and counterplots of a society which is based on
rutkless power struggles. Its current ruler, aided by a Cyclan, sccks to
entrap Dumarests... Once again, (as if we didn't know), Barl fails to find
his goal, but in the meantime, his search allow -you to relax.2nd enjoy
another action-packed adventure. One niggle thoughe.why doos he travel
g;i:r hii real n??e?t iurelg a few active computers would reveal him to the

ns e very firs ine he bou a ti any i
Hhat problen. Pod ? ght icket sonewhere ? ny solution to

»

se=e== ADDENDA/ERRATA or what have yoUeeoe: . . o
PH: SCIENCE FICTION FILM SOURCE BOCI by David. Wingroves..see page‘25§ is .
published by Messrs. Longman...which I neglected to mentione..s50TTY, T.J.
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SESEn SR sRnsSEmEs Set in 'A‘blaq'. Quring Tarthts distant past, this is the
Jane Gaskell story -of Seka, mute deughter of Ciza who, though married to
Oorbit, £2.50 General Zewrd, carries the child of the nan«upe Ung=g.

Zerd also has a consort Sedili who seeks vengearce on .Ciza
when the wonen acconpany Zerd into battle against the Northern ¥ings, During
skirmishes, Scka's mental powers develop until after escalating adventuree,
Atlan falls, The story is episodic, earfhy..cven sleazy but the characters
(warts and all) develop in-fascinating detail without the usual hereic
stereotypes.  Despite.being the fifth.in the !'iAtlan Sagat, the tale is
canplete in itself and a refreshing change from the norchackneyed S&3 plotss

THEINGE ‘g
TGS © In 2248, Yife expectancy is around 600 years when 80
orbit £2450 year old Erna-‘lell, 1life support expert finds herseif

e - aboard-a spacceraft taken 'ower by nutineerss After

aiding then to serviceé and escape in a starship, she returns to Mars to
opposc the ruling Comriittee in a last=ditch hatilee. 2547 secs Hjalmar
Vederland, archaeologist hunting for--evidence of what really happenel and
proof of the Comnitteefs guiles - 2610 has Ednund Doya seeking proof of his
theary. about mysterious ice sculptures on Plutoe.discovered in Nederland's
time, and soid by him to be left by the riutineers. Doya believes othcrwisc,

Phese three saparate yarns (originally fron the nagazines) link to form
an intrigueing, well-plotted wholees.and cry out for a fourth part to
resolve it 81llesss and NO it is NOT a 2001/tSentinel! spin=gffe

Craenvs

BoSEEIESEESEECSS SRS 14-3’68!‘ ‘old Jeffe"rsqn }-'?ells ':?{;}'IBNE?%R.{ r\ﬁN L .
Janet & Tsaac Asimov (whose brother is called ‘ cour
Magnet £1.50 tFargo!) has a robot named

,Norby.,telgpathic,_intelligent and SQ
possessor of a built-in . anti-gravity systen which is 74
coveted by the Inventor's Union. Adniral Yobeo warns »iﬂ
Jefferson of this, and the frightened Norby hides briefl
in hyperspace (another of his tricks), only to return "
pursued by a lion from the Roman Coliseur, Hardly has 3
that been disposed of, than the IU men come after Norby, so |f
Jefferson, Yobo and Norby retreat into hyperspace whete theyl:
encounters. but I'd better not say more and give things 1
away., This is a fun juvenile with plenty of side sniggergy'”g;,_rmnﬁ,mm
dragons,Mentors, pirates and the like. Tt* follows the earlier, NORDY, THE
MIXED UP ROBOT, andrShould'makg,an'ideal'christhas gift for any SF inclined
youngsters : - ' ’

CASIO T

B S A force field englobes Millville and Brad Carter is
pitchforked into acting as an ambassador forra flower intelligence seeking
territoryeswhich involves him in an interdimensional trips..and the enmity of
the townspeople (who are beautifully portrayed) Tension mounts, but I was

a bit disappointed with the denouement.

TIME_AND AGAIN pfrger 20 years in space, Ashcr Sutton (vomplete with mind-
partner) returns to a hostile reception, as a time-travellor has warned that
he will write a book which causes an android revolt. Sutton is hunted by
those wanting the book written, by those who don't, and by a man scared of

the mindpartners g 4 vanng are by Clifford D Simek in his_inimitable
tfolksy'! style. Excellent reading-and highly un-put-dowmnable. A reminder
thoughs..both arc re-issunes, so ¢ eck your memory banks before buyinge. If
you haven!t-read 'em before, treat yonrself for tho Festive Scason.

Published by Methuen at £2.50 each.
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..... How meny of the blanks can you fill in ?
(Aind anyone-else who o
wants to have a go) -

s

Arcot 3 1'10reY- Bna L eemna® ap‘peared in é Séries b'j' . . sensvee Py
ProfessSoT eseeses wandered around with the rachine nen known 85 sessoccves
Kleon, Ward and esesiess appeared in the Past,Present & Future .series
written by_.tlt'.l.otilt - . I ‘ o '

Posi and ees«es were two atomic particles in a scries DY eesecscenvene

Ole Doc Iiethuselah had a tormal_ called cecoven in the yarns by REEERR _o_'_o_,--'t--"" .
cesssssess Wiote yarns about 'Lije Bailey and partner sesssevsveces

€he partner of R2D2. was another robot Known 86 eeesss

Colby was always hunting the crininal eeiepsin in 2 Serics DY ssessscecsse
Kinball Kj.nnison was mnarried tO sessencocsebonace

Gilbert o.:o't_'i-_o « had two 'brains-‘in the- Jull A ser_ies DY svesovensncse
Passworthy -and seesssee were the two main characters in the film esessecees
Scaton and .essess were two Skylarking heroes in a series DY escievecens
The Gray Mouser's partner was called “sseseess § :

Jay¥ seseses wWwas a robot in Meny Martians and Machines BY essevasses

idan - was & robot created by the writer eesrines -

"jaldoes' were.invented by eeesess. ond Comsats were first written about

bBY sevenesy Whilst eeetnses first wrote about the oil-carrying tDraconces!

in the storyf WhiCh ‘had three titlés‘.ioc-‘o-no/...oo-;c/-slooo_-'!-fi
. The Vitons appeared in the lcad story Gesesssscease in- the nagazine eesesves
The 1936, up~dated TWS .ran a strip cartoon about a mon called seesessey it
was dravwn riy 'esescavsecs - I [ T

The word 'Scientifiction' was coincd by Gorisbackesbut eeecess used it
for the title of his, early fanzine. =& : o :

The first issue of ERG oppearcd in the fionth 0f aesess in the year esseces
Carpboll introduced the following into Astounding, the esves nachine for
testing psi powery seseeress 'The Modern-Scicnee of Mentol Health'and
N the essesa-Drive to power spaceshipse -
. A ride in an atonic-povered subrtarine was offered as 0 pPrize¢ byeesee

({The nunber Of'dbts‘hag no relation to the_;pngfﬁAof'the nissing word))
. RATINGS |

— e i e ———
—_———————

. - 395 or oveTes..You arc a Secret Master of Fanddn
. 30~34% excellent, kecp taking the tablets'
20-29 You show promise, even if you don't keep it.
10=19 Tryinga.s.very trying -~ - .
Under 10 ‘hy don't you. read nore science fiction?
over 44 You cheated, therc are only 43, '
;f ' W T ' . « kxeTen ‘uedq
" VBoyqouet( ¢ gnouknoroty ‘666L. STTady bSPuTTTIR ‘po3sTeTd Xou tyeugey fuMOUNUN
' © 0 tgorased 203STUTS ¢ qng fanjudd §ELg/eds AUl Ul uoFeaq/oanssaad IOPU
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‘g Leggon® TTRENOLY egaTaeTy -t ouudisooy €90y ' Toanan( $04Sn CMeATTO ToouRQtY
"Abmtsv”gupslff(pJeqanj nj3akeye] oudyy *ploajrdxap] togoupTHg i ydesop
sueyTog somoxog ‘wosowep fTToqdUE)* KL ‘apcnsvgﬁsnV
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SHE WAS OHLY A
LENSMAN'S
DAUGHTER' BUT

WHAT A SPECTAC
SHE MADE}
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A new Dragging Blackunder Story
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